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Visitation of Our Lady Church Mass Schedule 

First Sat. Mass - 8:30 a.m. 

Sat. Vigil - 5 p.m. 

Sun. - 8 a.m., 10 a.m., Noon & 6 p.m. 

Mon. - Fri. -  7 a.m. & 8:30 a.m. 

3500 Ames Blvd., Marrero, LA  70072  

   504.347.2203     vol.org 

Pastoral Center Staff 

Rev. Colin Braud 

Pastor 

 

Rev. Jude Emunemu 

Parochial Vicar 

 

Deacon James Rooney  

Deacon Jim Venturella 

  

Mrs. Christie Bourg 

Director of Ministries 

 

Mrs. Amber Choina 

Administrative Assistant 

 

FIFTH SUNDAY of ADVENT 

DEC. 18, 2022 

Pastoral Center 

Monday-Friday 

8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Closed Noon - 1:00 p.m. 

Website: www.vol.org 

 

Parishioners who are ill  

or shut-in 

Contact the Pastoral 
Center for home visits or 

Holy Communion 

 

Sacrament of the Sick 
(Anointing) 

By appointment only. 

Religious Education 

Mrs. Emily Oncale McGowan 

Director of Religious 
Education 

Phone: 504-341-8477 

 

CCD Classes begin in 
September 

RCIA Classes (Adults) begin 
in August 

 

Visitation School 

Mrs. Carolyn Levet, M.Ed. 

Principal 

3520 Ames Blvd. 

Phone: 504-347-3377 

Grades Pre K-2 through 7th  
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4th Week of Advent, Year A 
Reflection By: Fr. Braud 

 The Christian life is one that grows closer to 

Our Lord through Mary, our Blessed Mother. 

Throughout the centuries many of the saints 

have emphasized the importance of fostering 

a love and devotion for her. We saw this in 

our own time with the papacy of Pope St. 

John Paul II. His time as pope was one that 

had Mary at the center of everything. We can 

see this in his coat of arms, and 

also his papal motto Totus Tuus, 

which comes from the Marian 

consecration of St. Louis de 

Montfort, and implies that we are 

totally hers, as well as Our Lord’s.  

 All of the liturgical seasons note 

some particular aspect of Our 

Lady. For instance, during Lent 

we see how she suffered 

spiritually what her Son suffered 

physically, and so devotions to 

Our Lady of Sorrows become 

popular in the Lenten Season. If there is one 

season that is Marian, it is Advent. In many 

ways Advent is a Marian season. What we 

are to foster spiritually during Advent she 

took on physically as well. Advent is a 

season of waiting and anticipation. Mary did 

this physically as well, as she patiently 

carried Christ in her womb, awaiting His 

arrival both to her family, and also the human 

family.  

 You all have probably noticed that on the 

back of my  purple chasuble that I sometimes 

wear is a fleur-de-lis. In this part of the world, 

when we see the fleur-de-lis, we think of a 

football team. We also might be reminded of 

the French heritage and French culture that 

is still remnant here. If one knows their 

history they may also think of French royalty, 

as the kings and queens of France adopted 

the fleur-de-lis as their symbol.  

 I have a fleur-de-lis because it is first and 

foremost a Catholic symbol. It is a symbol of 

the Trinity, since there are three parts to it. It is 

also a symbol of Our Lady. This is so because 

“fleur-de-lis” means “lily flower” in French, and 

lilies have always been a symbol of purity in 

the Church. Since Our Lady is most pure by 

virtue of her immaculate conception, which we 

recently celebrated, the fleur-de-lis represents 

her as well. This is why there is a fleur-de-lis 

on my purple chasuble, to 

remind us of the role Our Lady 

plays in our spiritual lives. 

 During Advent we are to make 

room for Christ. As we tend to 

clean our homes to prepare for 

Christmas decorations, we are 

to also do this spiritually, to 

make room for Him when He 

comes into our hearts. Our Lady 

did this perfectly, as being 

conceived immaculately without 

sin, her heart was completely receptive to 

Christ and the Holy Spirit. She did this so 

perfectly, that she conceived of the Holy Spirit 

at the annunciation, and received Christ in her 

whole being, body and soul. What happens to 

her visibly is a sign of what is going on 

invisibly. What is going on inside her invisibly 

is supposed to happen to us as well. 

 And so Our Lady is the perfect Christian 

disciple, and is a model for us all to follow 

after. If we ever wonder what it looks like to 

follow Jesus, we should look to Our Lady and 

meditate on her life, particularly in the Rosary. 

May Our Lady help prepare this last week of 

Advent to “prepare him room” in our hearts 

and in our families. “Oh Mary conceived 

without sin, pray for us who have recourse to 

thee.” 
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Due to early publishing deadlines, 

collection totals will be included in a 

future bulletin. 

Mass Intentions 
 

 

Saturday, Dec. 17 

5:00 pm | Rhett Christiana, The Hermida Family, Alvin 

Bladsacker, Jr., Alvin & Nora Bealer, Madeline & Nick 

Christiana, Sami Abuliel, Jacqueline Guillot, The 

Cantrelle Family, The Ocman Family, Alan Blanchard, 

Brad Plaisance, Jerry Hargis, Cathy Hargis, John Adams, 

Sr., Bessie Hebert, Mary Ann Ramos, Dora Cecile, 

Louise Matherne 
 

Sunday, Dec. 18 

8:00 am | Visitation of Our Lady Parishioners 

10:00 am| Jesse Dino Family, The Duhe Family, Golzie 

Joseph Danos, Jr., Mr. & Mrs. Clarence Boudreaux, Mr. & 

Mrs. Avie Templet, Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Nichols, Deanna 

Bergeron, Miriam Miller, Carl Hunter, Tommy Chiasson, 

Rosemarie LaBrano, Paul J. Rodrigue, Leonard V. 

McCrea, Mary Ann Ramos, Mr. & Mrs. Harris Vizier, Rita 

M. Haydel, Amy B. Haydel, Abner J. Haydel, Sr., 

Dominick Anthony Rando, Mr. & Mrs. Robert Leonard, 

Rodney Camardelle 

12:00 pm| Oscar Orrego, Sr. 

6:00 pm | Vivian Miguez 
 

Monday, Dec. 19 

7:00 am | Dale Melancon 

8:30 am | Anthony & Veronica Hoang 
 

Tuesday,  Dec. 20 

7:00 am | Rosalie Robichaux 

8:30 am | Chetta Russo 

 

Wednesday, Dec. 21 

7:00 am | Dominic Grisafe 

8:30 am | Chris Herzog 
 

Thursday, Dec. 22 

7:00 am | Sherrie Collins 

8:30 am  | Nikos Betanof 
 

Friday, Dec. 23 

7:00 am | Paulette Wilkinson 

8:30 am | Aaron Rooney 
 

Saturday, Dec. 24 

4:00 pm | Antonio Salcido, Maria DeLos Angeles 

Gonzales, Lisa Ann Callais, Hermida Family, Kellie 

Martinez, Phillips Family, Carol & Jeanette Schieffler, 

Roger Guillot, Camille Bourgeois, Sr., Dora Cecile, 

Dennis Landry Jr., Dennis Landry, Sr. 

6:00 pm |  Mr. & Mrs. Harold Oliver, Jr. 

10:00 pm |  Visitation of Our Lady Parishioners 
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Silver Wedding Anniversary Celebration  
 
 The Office of Marriage and Family Life is 
pleased to announce that the annual Silver 
Wedding Anniversary Celebration will be held 
on Sunday, March 26, 2023 at 3:00 p.m. at St. 
Joseph Church, New Orleans. This prayer 
service will honor couples who are celebrating 
or have recently celebrated their twenty-fifth 
wedding anniversary. The celebration is open 
to couples married between 1993 - 1998. To 
register, please contact the parish office 
before Tuesday, January 17, 2023. Please 
Note: The Silver Wedding Anniversary 
celebration is a prayer service, not a Mass, 
and will not fulfil the couple’s Sunday 
obligation. Couples should plan to attend 
Mass at their home parishes. 

The FIRST Night Before Christmas 
(Author Unknown) 

‘Twas the first night of Christmas a long time ago, 
The hillside was peaceful, the moon was aglow. 
The world couldn’t know from what happened before, 

That men would remember this night evermore. 

The sheep on the hillside—their days journey over, 
Were dreaming sweet dreams of a field full of clover. 
The shepherds were watchful while guarding their flock, 

The earth was their pillow, the stars were their clock. 

Then all of a sudden, they jumped at the sight 
Of the sky all a blaze with a heavenly light. 
They huddled in fear, then they started to rise 

As the lightening-like flash tore open the skies. 

The heavens were split by the silvery ray, 
The dark disappeared and the night became day. 
And lo, at the end of the rainbow of light 

Appeared then an angel to banish their fright. 

The angel brought news of a birth in a manger 
And bade them to hasten to welcome the stranger. 
For Mary had just given birth to a boy 

Whose coming would bring so much comfort and joy. 

A choir of angels looked down from the sky 
And heavenly voices were heard from on high: 
Peace be on earth and good will to all men. 

The Savior has come on this night, Amen. 

The heavenly angels then faded from sight, 
The sky once again turned from day to night. 
The shepherds all quietly rose from the ground, 

And hurried to go where the child would be found. 

As they reached Bethlehem and the inn was in sight 
From the barn came a trickle of half-hidden light. 
It led like a path to a soft little bed 

And shone very tenderly on a child’s head. 

The child in the manger was sleeping so sound, 
His eyes were still closed, as the shepherds stood round. 
From that instant of grace on that night long ago 

Thousands of years would be warmed by the glow. 

Guided by light from a bright shining star 
Came a pilgrimage led of three kings from afar. 
They were dressed in the finest of satins and lace, 

Their complexions were that of an Orient race. 

The three wealthy kings were wise men and proud, 
But they went to the Christ child and solemnly bowed. 
They came bearing treasures of incense and gold 

To that sweet little child, still not very old. 

The star in the sky twinkled down from above, 
The world was awakened to kindness and love. 
The past was forgotten, the future was bright, 

And the spirit of Christmas was born on that night. 
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